Women Given More Power in the Balkans (Basic 16)
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In the Balkans, men are usually more powerful. Recently, the European Union and other Western states have pushed for more powerful women. “The power of women in the politics is a soft power,” said Atifete Jahjaga, the first woman president of Kosovo. 
[image: image2.wmf]Countries in the Balkans are getting better. Serbia and Montenegro made laws that increase the number of women in top government positions. In 1990, only 1.6 percent of Serbia’s parliament was female. Now, it is 20 percent. 
However, some traditions are hard to get rid of. Vlora Citaku, minister for European integration in Kosovo, said that women in politics have “a tough life,” because there are “all these stereotypes… There are certain duties that a woman must do in order to be ‘complete.’” 
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