Irishman Makes GM Potatoes (Basic 4)
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Ewen Mullins is a scientist in Ireland. He works on genetically modified (GM) potatoes. He wants to make new kinds of potatoes that can’t be killed by blight. Potato blight is a dangerous disease that rots potatoes. 
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[image: image3.wmf]Recently, new types of blight are stronger. Normal potatoes are sprayed with lots of pesticides to kill the blight. Mullins wants to make potatoes that don’t need pesticides. In many poorer countries such as Belarus, Rwanda, India, and Uganda, potatoes are an important food. Potatoes that could grow easily without pesticides would be very good for these poorer countries. However, some people say that making too many GM foods could harm the people. 
Adapted from:

"Irish GM Spud Resists Blight but Not Mistrust." The Japan Times. N.p., 17 Mar. 2013. Web. 22 Mar. 2013.
