A 6-Year-Old Afghan Girl Saved From Being Sold (Advanced 26)
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A 6-year-old girl was sold to another family to pay off the father’s $2,500 medical debt. Although the daughter was only 6, she was sold to become a bride. “They said, ‘pay back our money,’ and I didn’t have any money, so I had to give my girl,” Mohammad, the father of the girl, said. Mohammad needed the money to pay for hospital treatment for his wife and for their nine children. Unfortunately, one of their children that was 3 years old froze to death.     

After Mohammad agreed to give up his daughter, Naghma, to pay off the debt, the lender’s 17 year old son wanted her to quit school. Naghma loves going to school, so her father was worried about her quitting.  
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[image: image3.wmf]On Monday afternoon, the debt was paid by someone unknown. Because the debt was paid by an anonymous donor, Naghma will continue living with her family. Naghma and her family are so poor that in the future, she might be sold as a bride again. Her case isn’t unusual in Afghanistan where half of the girls are forced to be married under the age of 15. 
National Geographic photographer, Stephanie Sinclair said that child marriages happen in more than 50 developing countries in the world, and the girls almost always are removed from school. Sinclair explains that when the families force the girl to quit school, poverty only continues.   
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