An 86-Year-Old Music Teacher is Popular with Teenagers in Jail (Advanced 25)

[image: image1.wmf]In North Carolina, a warm and passionate 86-year-old music teacher is teaching music to teenagers – in a jail. She is the only person at Western Youth Institution, the jail, who has a reserved parking space. Although all of her students have committed serious crimes, like rape and murder, she has never been afraid of any of the teenagers. She says it is best to treat all of them like grandchildren. She does not ask her students about their crimes. She does not judge them. When a student finishes their paper or test, she gives them a butterscotch candy. Every time she gives a student a piece of candy, the student says thank you. Everyone respects Ms. Gordon. 
On the chalkboard in class, Ms. Gordon wrote a note for the students: “You can if you think you can.” She tells the students that they are lucky to be in jail because if they were in the bad and dangerous parts of the city, they could be dead. 

She doesn’t often hear from students after they leave the Western Youth Institution. She is not allowed to contact them for a year after they leave and usually they move far away. “But I turn them over to God and say, ‘He’s your child now – you know what to do,” says Gordon.

Ms. Gordon is thankful to teach teenagers music at the Western Youth Institution. 
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