
Being a Police Officer at School (Advanced 24)
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Ever since the 2012 school shooting in Newtown, Ct., Americans have been thinking about how to keep children safe at school. Some people want a standing guard with a gun outside of every school; however, it is too expensive and not everyone thinks it is a good idea. Since the Columbine school shooting in 1999, one-third of schools in the U.S. have security, like an armed police officer at school.  

Protecting schools from school shootings is a small part of the job. Most of the time, police officers protect students from each other. 
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Myra Franco is a police officer that carries a gun on her right hip everyday. She walks around Amos Alonzo Stagg High School during lunch and talks with the students. Some students don’t notice her at all. Some students talk to her about small problems on and off the school campus. Myra loves the students and students feel safe with Myra at their school. When students have a problem, they feel comfortable talking about it with Myra. Many students see Myra as a protector and a friend.

Myra says that she is confident that her police car outside the school discourages dangerous people from entering the school. But to Myra, having the trust of everyone inside the school is also important.  
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