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The use of wind power is growing fast in the U.S.; almost half of the new sources of electricity last year in the U.S. were wind farms. However, is there a limit? Scientists are now saying that it is possible to have too many wind turbines. When there are a lot of wind turbines in a limited (small) area, the turbines steal each other’s wind and lose power. Sailboats can have the same experience; they call it “dirty air,” which means, less power. For example, if sailboat A is sailing closely behind sailboat B, sailboat A slows down.

Like sailboats, wind turbines also make dirty air, so scientists want to build the wind turbines far apart from each other. However, wind developers want to build more than 100,000 wind turbines – right now there are only around 45,000. The question is: Is there enough space?
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Now it is difficult to answer the question because there are only around 45,000 wind turbines. There needs to be thousands and thousands more built before we can know the answer. Of all the electricity used in the U.S., only 3.5 percent comes from wind. The wind association says their goal is to raise it to 20 percent by 2030. This means building around 75,000 more wind turbines. Their goal is not a problem if they don’t build all of the wind turbines in the same place. 
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