An Indian Tribe Where Women are the Leaders　(Advanced 19)
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The Khasi tribe (group) is a tribe in the northeastern part of India. In the Khasi tribe, women are the leaders (in charge) – not men. Women are the center of the society inside and outside the home. According to custom, the youngest daughter receives all the family goods. If the family does not have a girl, they adopt a girl so they can give her the family goods because sons cannot receive them. Also after getting married, husbands move into the wives’ home and the husband and the children take the wives’ family name. 
This matrilineal (girls in control) society has existed for thousands of years, but now some people (especially men) want to change it. Because only 4 out of 60 women are state legislators, many women do not think that the tribe is unfair. 
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“The reason the property is left to the youngest daughter is because she has the responsibility to look after the parents until they die…Parents feel like they can always depend on their girls,” said the editor of The Shillong Times.    
The balance of power is not likely to change anytime soon. 
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