Women Given More Power in the Balkans (Advanced 16)
[image: image1.wmf]More women are in positions of power in the Balkan countries than ever before. Traditionally, the Balkans have been dominated by men. However, encouragement from the European Union and other Western states has led to more powerful women. “The power of women in the politics is a soft power,” said Atifete Jahjaga, the first woman president of Kosovo. “It is a positive change that our country and other countries in the region… are making by giving a chance to women.”
[image: image2.wmf]However, gender equality in the Balkans is still an issue, as countries like Kosovo are still very male-dominated. Notebooks with sayings like, “silence is the only treasure a woman possesses” were given to members of Kosovo’s parliament.
Even though a lot still has to be done, countries in the Balkans are making progress. Serbia and Montenegro passed laws that increase the number of women in top government positions. In 1990, only 1.6 percent of Serbia’s parliament was female. Now, it is 20 percent. Many of these new women leaders are being praised for their hard work on difficult issues like the economy.
Because many of the Balkan states want to joint the EU, they are focusing more on increasing gender equality. Although the Balkans are trying to increase gender equality, some traditions are hard to get rid of. Vlora Citaku, minister for European integration in Kosovo, said that women in politics have “a tough life” because there are “all these stereotypes… There are certain duties that a woman must do in order to be ‘complete.’” Even though life in politics is hard, these women are working to create a better world in the Balkans.
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