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A new study from the U.S. Geological Survey found that waves of 8 meters or more could hit Northern California after a magnitude 8 earthquake. California sits on the Cascadia Subduction Zone (CSZ), which is a fault line that runs from Northern California to Vancouver, Canada. More than 250,000 people live in areas that would be hit by a large tsunami.
In the past, tsunamis have hit California. Tsunamis from far away, such as the March, 2011 one, are less dangerous because they are smaller and come a few hours after the earthquake, so people are more easily warned. After the March 2011 earthquake, a tsunami hit California and caused some damage on the coast. One person died. 
[image: image3.wmf]However, a large earthquake from the CSZ could cause a lot of damage. The most recent tsunami from an earthquake in the CSZ was in 1700. Scientists are worried about the next one.
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