‘Obachan’ Party Wants to Change Politics (Advanced 14)
In Osaka, a small political party has formed with the goal of giving women a bigger voice in politics. Last November, Mayumi Taniguchi, an associate professor at Osaka International University, posted about her frustration with politics on Facebook. She said, “I’m tired of (old men) politics. Shall we launch an old women’s party?”
This post caused about 1,600 middle-aged and elderly women to join the Obachan Party. The members use Facebook to discuss issues like national security and nuclear power. They are worried that Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s policies are not helpful for women. They pointed out that there are only two women in his Cabinet.
In today’s world, the state of gender equality in Japan is worrying. The World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report for 2012 ranked Japan 101st out of 135 countries. In 2011, it was 98th. Japan fell three spots because fewer women are now in the parliament and also fill less economic jobs.
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Although they are opinionated, the Obachan Party does not want to participate in politics. Rather, they want to give viewpoints from women’s perspective. “Women are thinking about politics in everyday life, as they ask themselves questions like, ‘Why are there no jobs for our children?’” says Taniguchi. She hopes that women will learn to express their opinions better by discussing them with the party. Ultimately, she wants to have a world meeting of obachan. “Don’t underestimate the obachan,” she says.
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