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Living in an artists’ community, Liu Yi gets his inspiration for his art from Tibetan self-immolators, or people who have set themselves on fire. He also paints portraits of people who died in Tiananmen Square in 1989 and those who died in the 2008 8.0 earthquake in Sichuan, but recently Liu works on pictures of Tibetan martyrs.
Even though Liu is a part of China’s Han majority, he wants to help other Chinese people understand that the Tibetan people want “freedom of religion, of faith, and respect.” By painting portraits of the self-immolators, he wants to memorialize their effort and sacrifice. Over 100 Tibetans have set themselves on fire to bring attention to China’s rule over Tibet.
[image: image2.wmf]Liu remembers many details about the martyrs, especially the first one. She was the youngest and the mother of four. Most self-immolators die in the process, leaving behind family and friends. 
Because the Chinese government has called the Tibetan leader (the Dalai Lama) an extremist who supports self-immolation, Liu risks being put in jail for his controversial art. Most Chinese believe that the Chinese government is trying to help the Tibetan people, but the truth is much different. Liu hopes his work will bring attention to the issue, but Chinese government officials have come to his house three times in 10 days, each time trying to throw away his work. So far he has been able to keep painting. He says he will keep painting until they put him in prison.
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