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A baby born in Mississippi, United States of America no longer needs medication for HIV. Doctors are not sure if the virus will return, but for now tests show that the virus is mostly gone.

When the baby was born, Dr. Hannah Gay gave the baby faster and stronger drugs than normal. The mother didn’t know she had HIV until she was giving birth, but the fast action worked. Usually, HIV hides in special parts of the body. This makes it difficult to get rid of the virus completely. However, because Dr. Gay gave the baby the medicine within 30 hours of birth, the drugs seem to have gotten rid of the virus.
In 2011, about 300,000 children were born with HIV. Most of these children were born in poor countries, where mothers have no medicine. Only one other person has been cured of HIV. Timothy Ray Brown from San Francisco, California, had a bone marrow transplant and has not needed medicine since.
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