In Vietnam, 45 Years Have Passed Since the My Lai Massacre (Advanced 11)
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In Vietnam, three generations of families live together. The parents work on the farm, while the grandparents take care of the grandchildren. Eventually, the grandchildren will become parents, and the parents will become grandparents. However, in the village of My Khe, one generation is missing.
[image: image2.wmf]The My Lai massacre was one of the most important events during the Vietnam War. News of the massacre caused many Americans to think about the negative sides to the Vietnam War, and it became the beginning of the end of the war.
On March 16, 1968, U.S. Army soldiers went to the village of My Khe and killed almost 500 unarmed men, women, and children. When the soldiers first came to My Khe, most people weren’t scared. Soldiers often came to the village. However, people soon began to realize what was going to happen, and many tried to hide. The soldiers pushed the villagers into a ditch, and shot them. Very few people survived.
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Many villagers stayed in My Khe, but many people grew up without parents, or brothers and sisters. The effects of the My Lai massacre and the Vietnam War are still there, even today.
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