Skin Bleaching in Senegal (Advanced 9)
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Recently, an ad campaign in Senegal showed pictures of black women who bleached their skin. In Senegal’s capital, Dakar, people became angry at ads for a cream called “Khess Petch” (meaning “all white”). People were angry because they say the ad shows black women as less beautiful than white women. Having lighter skin is seen as more beautiful in many African countries.
In response, the website Agendakar.com put up posters that say, “Nuul Kukk,” meaning “all black”. These posters show beautiful black women without bleached skin. People hope these posters will show that women without bleached skin are beautiful. It is impossible for women to change the color of their skin, so it is important to change the idea of “beautiful” for young women.
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Skin bleaching is a public health problem in Senegal because about 67% of the women bleach their skin. Some men also bleach their skin. Skin bleaching can cause infection, burns, and other diseases. Sometimes dermatologists (skin doctors) give bleaching creams as medicine, but they are also easy to buy any store. Most skin bleaching cream is only about $1.00-$2.00 (about 100-200 yen). Unfortunately, because skin bleaching cream is easy to buy and is very cheap, many women still bleach their skin. 
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