Popular Bluefin Tuna May Be in Danger (Advanced 7)
[image: image1.wmf]Although Japan eats 80 percent of the world’s bluefin tuna, not many people seem worried about how many bluefin are still in the ocean. Some, like sushi chef Kazuo Nagayama, worry that not enough bluefin are still in the ocean. Nagayama says, “I don’t think it’ll disappear, but we might not be able to catch any.” Nagayama owns a fancy sushi bar in Shinbashi, Tokyo.
[image: image2.wmf]Bluefin tuna is a very expensive fish. One adult fish is worth about \2 million. At Tsukiji fish market in Tokyo, fishermen say that less bluefin has been sold since 10 or 15 years ago. However, most Japanese people are hopeful that bluefin tuna numbers will increase, even though people continue to eat a lot of the popular fish.
In January, a scientific report found that the number of adult bluefins who can reproduce has decreased by about 75 percent in the past 15 years. Moreover, 90 percent of bluefin caught are too young to reproduce, meaning less bluefin are mating. This problem can be solved by making quotas, or laws that say how many bluefin can be caught in a year.
[image: image3.wmf]Without quotas, fewer and fewer bluefin will be caught each year. However, some say that government officials don’t want to use quotas because these officials are elected by fishermen, who need to fish for their job. Japan already has some laws that limit the number of fish being taken from the ocean, but others say that the laws are too easy to get around. Because fish is such an important part of Japanese food and way of life, it is important to think about the future of fish and how many there are in the ocean.
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