Dock from Japan Creates Awareness in Oregon, United States of America (Advanced 5)
[image: image1.wmf]A dock from Misawa, Aomori Prefecture drifted from Japan to the small town of Newport, Oregon after the March 2011 tsunami. Seeing the dock has made many people more interested in tsunamis and how to be prepared for them. Kate Brown, 55, from Newport, said that when she touched the dock for the first time she felt connected to the tsunami. “I became a part of the tsunami. The tsunami and earthquake became a part of Oregon,” she said.
[image: image2.wmf]Mark McConnell, the mayor of Newport at the time, used the dock to educate people about tsunamis. He decided to display the dock at the Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport. He said that “It connected us to the people on the other side of the Pacific. It made the tsunami something they could touch.”

Since then, the science center has included a tsunami exhibit. Part of the exhibit is a tsunami simulator that shows the damage a tsunami can do. Mark Farley, manager of the visitor center at the science center, said that “A tsunami can happen here any minute. A lot of people live on the coast. Some close to sea level. This is the threat that we live with.”
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Because tsunamis are a threat to Oregon as well as Japan, it is important for the people of Oregon to know about tsunamis. In the town of Lincoln City (also a town on the coast), Mayor Dick Anderson said that the dock has shown the people of Oregon how important it is to be prepared for a tsunami.
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