Irishman Makes GM Potatoes (Advanced 4)
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[image: image2.wmf]In Ireland, scientist Ewen Mullins is working on genetically modified (GM) potatoes that might save future potato crops from blight. Potato blight is a dangerous rot from fungus that grows quickly in Ireland’s cold, wet climate. Ireland has a history of blight; the Great Famine of the 1840s left more than 1 million people dead from starvation because of potato blight. Nearly 2 million left Ireland for other areas such as Britain and North America. Even today, the population of Ireland is only three-quarters of that before the famine.
Ireland is especially known for potatoes, and potatoes are usually eaten at every dinner. Recently, new strains of blight have become stronger and more difficult to kill. These new strains can kill whole crops of potatoes in days. Because normal potatoes must be sprayed every 7 to 14 days with pesticides, Mullins hopes to create potatoes that resist these new strains and reduce the need for pesticides. Furthermore, the potatoes will be available for free in developing countries.
In many developing countries such as Belarus, Rwanda, India, and Uganda, potatoes are an important source of food. A type of potato that can resist strong strains of blight would be very helpful for food security.
[image: image3.wmf]However, GM foods are very controversial. Most European Union countries have no GM foods. Some people reason that creating too many GM foods could harm the people. Others say that this type of GM potato is actually helpful because its technology will be easily available for all countries and it gets its protective gene from a related plant, rather than an animal. However, opponents to GM foods say they can breed naturally blight resistant potatoes through traditional methods.
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