Great White Sharks Can Eat a Lot（Advanced 3）
Great white sharks eat three to four times more than previous studies show. U.S. research from the 1980s showed that a 30 kg meal of mammal blubber (warm-blooded animal fat) was enough to last a 1-ton shark for at least six weeks. Because of this research, people thought that white sharks didn’t need to eat often. 

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]However, a new study at the University of Tasmania showed different results. The new researchers say that the previous researchers only followed one shark that didn’t work very hard in their research. The new study shows that 30 kg is only enough to last a shark 12 to 15 days. Researchers calculated how much they ate and how much energy the great white sharks burned off. The leader of the new study said the energy a great white shark needs is the same as eating a seal pup every three days.
Researchers say that they don’t know the great white shark population. However, they say that they are at risk because of their life history. They live a long time, have babies late in their life, and only have a small amount of babies.
The researchers also want to improve the understanding of how sharks fit into the ocean ecosystem. 
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