
Married Couple on a Mission to Mars in 2018 (Advanced 1)
Plans to send a middle-aged couple on a privately built spaceship around Mars and back to Earth was announced on Wednesday. The married couple will be together in a cramped spaceship for 501 days.
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According to the recent but basic plan, the spaceship would depart into space in less than five years from now and pass within 150 km of Mars’ surface. The cost has not been said, but people guess that it will cost more than $1 billion USD.
The team of space experts on the project has not decided what kind of rocket to use or the spaceship the husband-and-wife astronauts will live in during the 16-month trip. However, they know it will not be an easy trip for the weak.
[image: image2.wmf]The space trip will not have showers, limits on toilet paper and clothing, drinking water made from the crew members’ recycled urine and sweat, and almost no private time. But the flight also will have never-before-seen views of Mars.
This private project called Inspiration Mars will receive money from Dennis Tito, the first space tourist, and the project group hopes to raise the rest of the money through donations and advertizing.


The timeline show the departure date on Jan. 5, 2018, passing Mars on Aug. 20, 2018 and a return to Earth on May 21, 2019. 

This mission is a risky one – more than NASA usually allows. For example during this period of time, due to the sunspot cycle, the crew’s cancer risk will increase by 3 percent, which is more than any NASA mission. 
MacCallum (48yrs) and his wife, Jane Poynter (50 yrs) hope to be picked for the mission.
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